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Pick up London Embankment – overnight at Hôtel Ibis Central,
Dijon

Saturday, 2 June

Lunch in Vienne – Cavaillon (Hôtel du Parc &
Hôtel Toppin)

Sunday, 3 June

Day in Cavaillon

Monday, 4 June

Vaison-la-Romaine; Venasque baptistery; Gordes;
Village des Bories
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Basilique St-Victor, Marseilles; Aix-en-Provence, Cathedral and
Merovingian baptistery

Wednesday, 6 June St-Rémy-de-Provence; l’Isle-sur-la-Sorgue;
Sénanque Abbey
Thursday, 7 June

St Pantaléon; Roussillon; Apt; Pont Julien;
Oppède-le-Vieux

Friday, 8 June

Lunch in Vienne – overnight at Hôtel Ibis Central, Dijon

Saturday, 9 June
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Cavaillon
Cabellio was an oppidum situated on Mont St-Jacques. It came under the control of
Massalia (Marseilles) until 49 BC. Under Roman control, the town moved from the
hilltop to its present site and became a prosperous Roman colony.
The Synagogue
The present Cavaillon synagogue which dates from 1772, replaced a 14 th century
predecessor built over the bakery with the old oven for baking the unleavened bread.
A small museum built in the bakery holds relics from the first synagogue.
This synagogue, along with the somewhat larger temple on the Place de la Mairie in
Carpentras, are the only surviving relics of a little-known branch of Judaism, the
Pope's Jews. The two synagogues are remainders of the squalid, overcrowded
ghettos in which the Jews were forced to live from the mid-1400's until the French
Revolution freed them and scattered their communities.
When in the 14th century the Jews were expelled from the territories of the French
crown and a century later also from the rest of Provence, the only havens that
remained were two fiefs under papal sovereignty, the Comtat Venaissin and Avignon,
both included in what today is the Vaucluse departement.
Rene Moulinas, a historian of the region, the author of a definitive study of its Jews
and a professor at Avignon and Aix-en-Provence Universities, believes there were
theological and pragmatic reasons for the protection offered to the Pope's Jews,
despite a pervasive and enduring atmosphere of anti-Semitism emanating largely
from Roman Catholic pulpits.
For the Pope, the Jews were not only to be
preserved as living reminders of the people from
whom Jesus stemmed but also because their
virtually outcast status served as evidence of the
punishment incurred for rejecting the belief that the
Messiah had already arrived.
Chapelle-St-Jacques
The Chapelle-St-Jacques was originally built in the
12th century, but was remodelled in the 16th and 17th
centuries.
Nearby is a hermitage which was
occupied from the 14th to the beginning of the 20th
centuries.
Cathédrale Notre-Dame-et-St-Véran
The original Romanesque cathedral was expanded
Chapelle-St-Jacques
from the 14th to the 18th centuries by the addition of
side chapels and the Romanesque façade was
almost entirely rebuilt in the 18th century. The Romanesque cloisters survive.

Vaison-la-Romaine
Vasio Vocontiorum – the southern capital of
the Voconti Celtic tribe, became part of
Roman Provence in the 2nd century BC.
Early on it acquired the status of a federated
city and thus had a great deal of autonomy.
Under the Flavians – during the last third of
the 1st century AD – the street lines and
houses were re-aligned to create a system
of straight streets.
The Roman sites cover an area of 15 ha.
The modern town covers the centre of the
Roman town, so that only two of the
peripheral areas – the Quartier de Puyman
and the Quartier de la Villasse – are visible.
The sites suffered serious damage during
the violent storms and flooding in 1992.
The Roman theatre was built in the 1st century, repaired in the 3rd century and
dismantled in the 5th. Excavations have shown that it was 95 m in diameter and
therefore slightly smaller than the one at Orange.
The Quartier de Puyman contains the House of the Messii – a domus (large urban
house), partly buried under the road, which belonged to a wealthy Vaison family.
The numbers on the plan
refer to the following parts
of the house:
1. atrium
2. room where Apollo’s
head was found
3. oecus (the main
reception room)
4. kitchen with two
hearths
5. private bath
Pompey’s Portico was a public promenade – a type of public garden – measuring
64 x 52 m. It consisted of 4 galleries with exedra (niches) originally covered with a
pentice roof, surrounding the garden.

The Quartier de la Villasse contains the main street and baths. Across from the
baths stands another rich domus, known as the House of the Patrician of the
Silver Bust.
The numbers on the plan refer to the following parts of the house:
1. entrance
2. atrium
3. tablinum
(reception area)
4. the area where
mosaics
were
found
5. private bath
Another domus – the
Dolphin House –
stands
near
the
Colonnaded Street.
The Dolphin House occupied the northeast section of a large enclose in a non-urban
setting in its early stages (c.40 BC). The main residence was set within a peristyle
and an outbuilding contained the earliest private baths yet found in Gaul. The
numbers on the plan refer to: 6. atrium, 7. the peristyle and 8. private baths with
triclinium (dining room).

Venasque
The baptistery at Venasque probably dates
from the 6th century during the Merovingian
period, and is therefore one of France’s oldest
religious buildings.
It was remodelled in the 11th century and has a
Greek cross plan with arms of unequal length
ending in apsidal chapels. Each chapel is
vaulted and decorated with blind arcading on
slender marble columns. The columns in the
east apsidal chapel are Merovingian; the
others are of Roman date.
In the centre of the building is a hollow in the
floor where the sunken font would have stood.
This building can be compared with the
baptistery in the Cathedral at Aix-en-Provence.
The baptistery at Venasque

Gordes
Gordes is the best known of the
many hilltop towns and villages
in the Luberon area.
The town of Gordes has a
splendid location, with its
houses appearing to cling to the
rock, and it is dominated by its
Renaissance Château, which
was rebuilt by Bertrand de
Simiane on the site of the
original 12th century castle.

Gordes

lined by gutters defined by rows of stones.

Gordes is lined by arcades of
the old, tall houses along the
calades – the small paved, and
sometimes stepped, alleyways

Village des Bories
On the Luberon slopes
and
the
Vaucluse
Plateau are numbers of
drystone buildings, called
bories. All in all there
are over 3,000 of them in
the area.
The bories
were built with thin slabs
of
limestone
called
lauzes, and this tradition
of building continued in
the area from the Iron
Age
until
the
18th
century.
Situated near to Gordes,
Village des Bories
the Village des Bories is
a museum of rural life
which houses an excellent collection of 20 restored bories – between 200 and 500
years old, grouped around a central bread oven.

Marseille
Marseilles was founded in 600 BC by Greeks from Phocaea as a trading port under
the name Μασσαλία (Massalia). Massalia was the first Greek port in Western
Europe, and grew to have a population of over 1000. It was the first settlement to be
given city status in France.
When faced with an opposing alliance of the Etruscans, Carthage and the Celts,
Massalia allied itself with the expanding Roman Republic for protection. This
protectionist association brought aid in the event of attack, and perhaps equally
important it also brought the people of Massalia into the complex Roman market.
Under this arrangement the city maintained its independence until the rise of Julius
Caesar, when it joined the losing side in civil war, and lost its independence in 49 BC.
Marseilles thrived as a Roman trading port. It was the first town of France to have an
official public sewer system.
With the decline of the Roman Empire, the town reverted to the hands of the Gauls,
eventually joining much of France under the rule of the Franks. Charlemagne and
the Carolingian dynasty granted civic power to Marseille, which remained a major
French trading port until the medieval period.
Basilique St-Victor
The Basilique St-Victor, which overlooks the old harbour of Marseille, was founded
c. 415 by John Cassian, a monk and ascetic writer of Southern Gaul, who was the
first person to introduce the rules of Eastern monasticism into the West. The church
was built over the tomb of St. Victor, a martyr of the last Christian persecution under
Maximian (286-305).
The upper church originally
dates to the 11th century and
now has a strongly fortified
appearance. The chancel was
destroyed in a Saracen raid and
was rebuilt c. 1040 and
subsequently remodelled and
fortified.
The porch which
opens into the Isarn Tower has
a heavy pointed vaulting dating
to c. 1140, which makes it one
of the earliest examples in
Provence.
The most interesting part of the
Basilique St-Victor, Marseille
church, however, is the 5th
century structure built by John
Cassian, which became a crypt when it was built over in the 11th century.
The crypt contains the entrance to the catacombs where St Lazarus and Mary
Magdalene have been worshipped and also houses an impressive display of Roman
and Early Christian sarcophagi.

Aix-en-Provence
Aix-en-Provence (Aquae Sextiae) was founded in 122 BC by the Roman consul
Sextius Calvinus, who gave his name to its springs. In 102 BC the area was the
scene of the Battle of Aquae Sextiae when Romans under Gaius Marius defeated the
Cimbri and Teutones, with mass suicides among the captured women, which passed
into Roman legends of Germanic heroism.
In the 4th century AD Aix became the metropolis of Narbonensis Secunda. In 477 it
was occupied by the Visigoths; in the next centuries the town was repeatedly
plundered by the Franks and Lombards and it was occupied by the Saracens in 731.
Aix-en-Provence was the medieval capital of the county of Provence, but it did not
reach its zenith until after the 12th century, when, under the houses of Aragon and
Anjou, it became an artistic centre and seat of learning.
In the 17th century, the famous Cours Mirabeau was built on the site of the medieval
ramparts. This wide avenue, which is shaded from the Provencal sun by plane trees,
originally had no shops, but now it is the hub of the town. On the north side are
several cafés, including the Café des Deux Garçons (established in 1792) – which
was once an important meeting place for the writers and artists of the area.
Cathédrale St-Sauveur
The Michelin guide says of the Cathedral,
“Dans cette Église, voisinent tout les styles
architecturaux du 5e au 17e s.” (In this church
all the architectural styles from the 5th to the
17th centuries are side by side.) The nave
and the cloisters are Romanesque, but the
special feature of this church is the
Merovingian baptistery. This 5th century
octagonal baptistery was built on the site of
the old Roman forum in front of a Christian
basilica. The Roman columns support a
Renaissance dome.
Baptisteries belong to a period of the church
when immersion for adults was the rule. We
find little or no trace of them before
Constantine made Christianity the state
religion in the 4th century. As early as the
6th century the baptismal font was built in the
porch of the church and then in the church
Cathédrale St-Sauveur – the baptistery
itself. After the 9th century, with infant
baptism increasingly the rule, few baptisteries were built.
In the early Church it was customary for the bishop to baptize all the catechumens in
his diocese, so baptisteries are commonly found attached to the cathedral and not to
the parish churches.

St-Rémy-de-Provence
The excavations of the Roman town of
Glanum at St-Rémy-de-Provence began in
1921. The town was situated in the main
gap of the Alpilles and is dominated by the
mountain range.
The site originated with a sacred spring,
which was worshipped by the Glanics – a
Celtic-Ligurian tribe. Because of its location
at the crossing point of two important roads,
the settlement quickly came into contact with
merchants from Massalia.
Glanon (or
Glanum I) was a Hellenistic community
which developed in the 3rd and 2nd centuries
BC. The Hellenistic influence can be seen
with the use of the technique of bonding
large caved stone blocks perfectly set
without mortar.
Following the Roman conquest in the late
2nd century BC, the second phase (Glanum
II) developed. These new buildings are
characterized by the bonding of irregular
stones.
After the conquest of Marseilles by Caesar
in 49 BC, the third phase (Glanum III)
began. The old buildings in the centre were
demolished to make way for the great public
buildings. The walls of these new buildings
were in regular ashlar bonded with mortar.
Glanum was abandoned in c. 270 after it
was sacked by Germanic tribes.
The
alluvium from the Alpilles gradually covered
the site, resulting in excellent preservation.

l’Isle-sur-la-Sorgue
This charming town lies at the foot of the
Vaucluse Plateau, surrounded by the
branches of the River Sorgue. The town
was previously an active industrial
centre for silk weaving, dyeing, tanning,
and paper making; there were also grain
and oil mills.
The legacy of this
industrial heritage is to be seen in the
number of water wheels that survive.
Fans of Peter Mayle will know that
L’Isle-sur-la-Sorgue is the setting for the
bank robbery in his book “Hotel Patis”
where a tunnel from one of the water
wheels gives access to the Caisse
d’Epargne Bank.

Water wheel at l’Isle-sur-la-Sorgue

The church was rebuilt in the 17th century with an attractive façade. The interior of
the church is decorated in a very ornate 17th century Italianate style.

Sénanque Abbey
The Cistercian abbey of Sénanque was founded in 1148 by a group of monks from
Mazan Abbey in Upper Vivarais (Ardèche). Sénanque prospered and by 1152 had
enough members to found another abbey in Vivarais.
The abbey reached its highest point during the 13th century, but by the 14th century
recruitment and religious fervour were in decline. An energetic abbot brought about
a revival at the end of the 15th century and the situation improved until the mid 16 th
century.
In 1544 Sénanque was attacked during the Vaudois revolt – following the arrest of
19 Vaudois by the Aix parliament. The abbey never properly recovered after this
attack and by the end of the 17th century, the community consisted of only two
monks. However, the south wing of the monastery was rebuilt in the early 18 th
century. Following the Revolution, it was sold as state property and in 1854 it finally
returned to ecclesiastical ownership. Today it is a working monastery.
The present church was started in 1160 and chancel and transepts of the church
were finished during the 12th century. The nave was completed during the early 13 th
century.
The cloisters date to the late 12th century and are covered with barrel vaulting with
transverse arches supported by carved brackets. The capitals of the twin pillars are
decorated with discreet decoration in the form of leaf-work, flowers, rope and palmleaf mouldings. The Frater was badly damaged in the 16 th century and has been
recently restored.

St-Pantaléon
The small church of StPantaléon now appears as a
Romanesque building, but the
central part dates back to the
5th century. The church is
surrounded by a number of
rock-cut graves.
Most of
these are children’s graves,
and it appears to be a
sanctuary of grace – a place
where unbaptised children
were buried. According to the
customs of the time, children
who had died before baptism
were brought here.
It was
believed that the children
St-Pantaléon Church
revived for the duration of a
mass during which they were
baptised. They were then buried in the necropolis surrounding the church.

Roussillon
Roussillon is one of the most attractive of the Luberon hilltop villages. Its site is
spectacular, on the highest of the hills Vaucluse Plateau and the Coulon Valley.
These hills are comprised of ochre rock in sixteen difference colours which formed
the basis of an important local industry.

Apt
The Roman colony of Julia Apt was a prosperous town which became a bishopric in
the 3rd century. Today, the town is famous for its crystallized fruit industry.
The present building of the Ancienne Cathédrale Ste-Anne was constructed in the
11th – 12th centuries and has been remodeled several times. The south aisle
survives as the original Romanesque, the north aisle was rebuilt in the 14 th century
and the nave was rebuilt in the 17th century. In the apse, a 14th century stained glass
window - a gift of Pope Urban V (pope 1362 – 1370) – shows St Anne holding the
Virgin and Child in her hands. The first chapel off the north aisle, the chapelle
royale, was built in 1660, when Anne of Austria came on pilgrimage. The crypt
consists of an upper Romanesque level and a lower pre-Romanesque structure.

Pont Julien
This three-arched bridge was
built in the 3rd century BC to
carry the ancient Via Domitia
across the River Coulon. The
bridge is built in large blocks of
limestone and replaced an
earlier bridge – traces of which
can be seen at the bottom of
the piers.
In 118 B.C., Cneus Domitius
Ahenobarbus left Rome with his
legions, crossed the Mont
Genèvre pass in the Alps and
then the Rhone River. Domitius
followed the route taken by
Pont Julien
Hannibal 100 years earlier in
the opposite direction, but also riding an elephant. His aim was to establish a land
route, which could be used in all weather conditions, and also to set up garrisons to
protect the first outposts of Roman colonisation, such as the one at Narbonne.
He built the Via Domitia - the military route that bears his name, which quickly
became a communication and trade route. This road was the first planned
development in the territory of Gaul and it is the oldest road in France. This allowed
Rome to fashion the entire south of Gaul in its image, by distributing agricultural
lands to Roman colonists (through the cadastral registration system), and by building
new cities. In addition to the exchanges between Rome and its colonial cities, a
“crossroads culture” developed along the way between neighbouring market towns
and the postal relay stations, which encouraged local economic activity.

Oppède-le-Vieux
Oppède is in fact two villages: the old village - Oppède-le-Vieux,built against the Petit
Luberon and dating back to the 12th century, and Oppède-les-Poulivets ("nice view"
in Provençal), down in the valley.
The old village, built on a rocky hill, has narrow streets. In winter it is overshadowed
by the Petit Luberon. The houses within the medieval ramparts were dark, humid and
were difficult to maintain. In the 19th century the inhabitants started to move down
into the valley, dismantling the roofs of their houses to stop paying property taxes, so
that the old village fell into ruin.
By the beginning of the 20th century, Oppède-le-Vieux was a ghost village, but a
recent restoration has given it a new lease of life. The church, which dates to the
13th century, was remodelled in the 16th and 19th centuries and the ruined château
was rebuilt in the 15th and 16th centuries.

